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The Alabaster Jar 

Scripture References: 

Luke 7:36 – 50 

Jesus meets us where we are but He will never leave us there.  

Proven: 

1. The woman with the issue of blood – healed and restored 

2. The woman at the well – redeemed and restored 

3. The woman with the alabaster jar – redeemed and restored 

In this study, we will look at how Jesus compassionately pulled her up off the floor, lifted her up and 

sent her on her way. 

Setting the Scene 

The Middle East both then and now have 3 primary cultural norms: 

1. Honor/ Shame 

2. Hospitality 

3. Communal Living (meaning everyone not just me) 

Refusing somone’s hospitality was very shameful in the biblical world.  

In Jesus’ world, the basic norms of hospitality to be provided by the host were: 

1. A kiss of welcome 

2. Washing the guests’ feet with water 

3. Olive oil for the guests’ hands (functioned like soap) 

4. Anointing the head of honored guests with special oils. 

5. Outcasts, sinners and the poor would sit away from the table, behand the guests and be fed 

afterwards.  Maybe waiting on scraps. 

**A woman’s hair was very important in the biblical world.  Her crown of glory so to speak. 

Read through Luke 7: 36-50 in its entirety.  We will analyze each verse/section as we go along. I will 

put in points to ponder and questions to help us think. 

Luke 7:36 

Why would a Pharisee invite Jesus to dine in his home?   Curiosity? Sincerity? Bragging Rights? 

Vs. 36 

• This verse shows that the relationship between the religious leaders and Jesus had not yet 

become antagonistic. 

• Maybe Simon wanted an honest look at Jesus. 
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Vs. 37-38 

• We should not be surprised that the woman showed Jesus so much honor and affection. 

• The surprise should be that so few at that time did.  

How many other times in scripture do we see someone washing and anointing Jesus’ feet?  Publicly 

worshiping him? 

Ponder:  It’s easy for us to read this passage, knowing what we know now, and claim that we would do 

exactly what the woman did.   

• The woman “lived a sinful life” some versions call her a “sinner”.  

• She was not a sinner as we sometimes say “ all are sinners” or “we’re all sinners”. For Luke 

to point this out, she was a notorious sinner in her town, maybe a prostitute.  

• Her presence in the Pharisee’s home showed courage and determination…she was ready to 

make a change.  She wanted a different way to live.  

Ponder:  Why was she allowed in the Pharisee’s home? Did he let her in to test Jesus’ reaction to her? 

• This woman was willing to do anything to worship Jesus and show him her love for him.  How 

many of us would have done what she did? 

Ponder:  Her actions/service to Jesus were personal – it was only for him.  When our love is in active 

service, it will be for no one but him.  

Vs. 38 

“She wet his feet with her tears.” 

• Many believe that she was crying and the was the sole source for the tears.  

• But maybe, just maybe, somewhere in her sinful life she had remembered Psalm 56:8 

Psalm 56:8 (CSB) “You have recorded my wanderings. Put my tears in a bottle. Are they not in your 

book?” 

Traditionally, some Jewish women would keep tear jars.  They would keep their tears in a bottle, tears 

from the deepest pain. In an act of worship, they would pour the tears out before the Lord.  

Picturing this woman in this great act of worship, lets me know that Jesus gives us permission to bring 

our most raw emotions and desires to Him.  We can pour out our hearts to him no matter the 

circumstance.   He can handle it! 

Maybe this woman had a tear jar, maybe not.  Regardless, she recognized Jesus for who he is.  She 

honored him by anointing him with oil and worshiping him with her tears.  

How many men start squirming when a woman cries?   Not Jesus!  He can handle our pain and our 

baggage! 

Vs. 39 



The Georgia Pineapple 
Be Sweet, Be Creative, Be You 

 
Simon may have been doubting Jesus’ abilities. He thought that Jesus couldn’t see or didn’t know who 

this woman really was. 

• He probably thought that if Jesus knew her background, he would have turned her away. 

Vs. 40-41 

Jesus proves that he can read the woman’s heart by reading Simon’s heart.  

Vs. 41-42 

• Jesus responded with a simple parable that illustrates the point that the more we are forgiven, 

the more we love. 

Vs. 43 

“I suppose…”   

• Simon had probably figured out that he was being set up.  

• The parable was referring to Simon and not the woman. 

Vs. 44 

Jesus asked Simon “Do you see this woman?”   

• He wanted Simon to realize that he (Simon) wasn’t really “seeing” her. 

• Jesus was asking, “Do you see her love, her repentance, her devotion?” 

Simon could only see her for what she had been in the past.  He couldn’t see her for what she was 

becoming:  a new life born in Christ.  

“I came into your house.”  

• Simon denied Jesus the customary hospitality that is offered to guests.  

Did he do it on purpose? Was he trying to show Jesus how little he thought of him? 

Washing the feet, anointing the head with oil, a kiss for a greeting:  Simon criticized the woman for 

giving these courtesies to Jesus.  

Vs. 47 

She was forgiven, not for the love she showed but for the love she was given.  

Vs 48 – 49 

We know that Jesus alone has the authority to forgive sins. However, keep in mind, this was not the 

traditionally Jewish teaching and not everyone was convinced he was the Messiah.  

The guests were questioning his authority over sin.  Were they questioning in a good way or bad way? 

Vs 50 
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The key to forgiveness is faith. 

Notice that Jesus states in vs. 47, as he is talking to Simon, that her sins are forgiven. 

In vs. 50 he says it again, this time to her.  I like to imagine that he took her by the hand, helped her 

stand up, and looked her straight in the eye. “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

He wanted to abolish any doubt that might creep into her mind.  

Wrap it up 

She came to Jesus in all her humility: broken and shamed. He lifted her up and looked her in the eye. 

Jesus met her in her sin but he did not leave her there! He told her to “Go…” She was new and re-made 

stronger.  

Of the works done in Luke 7, healing of centurion’s servant, restoration of life to widow’s son, this 

woman with the alabaster jar is the greatest.   The other two are not permanent because those bodies 

would one day die again.  But forgiven sins are forever! 
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