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The Woman Caught in the Act 

Scripture Reference:  John 7:53 – 8:11 

A Story of justice and righteousness.  A generous and compassionate lifting up by the One and Only. 

Setting the Scene: 

In Deuteronomy 16, the Lord commands 3 annual pilgrimage festivals: 

1. The Passover (in the Spring) 

2. The Festival of Weeks (Pentecost) (in the Spring) 

3. The Festival of Tabernacles (in the Fall) 

This story took place on the 8th day after the 7-day Festival of Tabernacles had ended. The 8th day was 

designated as a day of rest.  

This event happened down south in Judea. **Most of Jesus’ earthly ministry happened in the northern 

district of Galilee. He was known as a Galilean Rabbi. 

 

Vs. 53-1 

Jesus went back to the temple courts.  

It was the Sabbath after the festival. Jesus decided to hang around a few days after the festival. 

He knew the religious leaders wanted to find a reason to arrest him, He still boldly taught large crowds 

in the most public place in Jerusalem. He was teaching on the steps of the Tabernacle.    

**Jesus didn’t come to purposefully cause chaos.  He came to set things right and do the work of his 

father.  

Vs. 3 

The woman was brought publicly. 

• The Pharisees wanted this “act” to be as public as possible.  They wanted to embarrass her and 

possibly embarrass, and even challenge, Jesus too.  

A few things to think about: 

1. Why didn’t they bring the man too?   It takes 2 to tango! 

2. Did they set up the act in order to intentionally catch her? 

o In order to catch her, someone must have been following her. 

o To not bring the man may be an indication that he was in on the set up.  

3. “…caught in the very act…” 

• In order to catch someone in the very act, there had to be witnesses to the actual 

movement of the crime. There couldn’t be any doubt in the situation.  
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Vs 5 

In regards to Moses’ Law, the Pharisees wanted to know what Jesus thought they should do. 

• This is where they obviously tried to trap Jesus.  

• If Jesus said, “Let her go”, then he would seem to break the law of Moses. 

• If he said, “Execute her for her crimes”, then Jesus would seem harsh and perhaps cruel.  

• Also, by ordering her execution, he would be breaking Roman law, because the Romans 

had taken the right of official execution for religious offenses away from the Jews. 

Vs. 6 

But Jesus… 

He ignored the accusers like he had never heard them speak. 

The religious leaders were using this woman as a weapon against Jesus. They presented her as a sinner, 

ignoring their own sin in the matter. 

“Jesus bent down and started writing…” 

• Take note that Jesus did not respond with anger. 

• Jesus “bent down…”.  Bent down is a low posture, identifying with the humiliation of the 

woman. Jesus did what he could to identify with, care for and ease the embarrassment of this 

woman. 

• There is a lot of educated speculation as to what Jesus wrote. 

What did Jesus write? 

• The sins of the accusers? 

• Nothing? 

• Exodus 23:1 

• Maybe he was stalling for time? 

• The passage in the law that condemned the adulterous woman? 

Truth is, we will never know.   What do you think he wrote? 

 

Vs. 7-8 

The religious leader continues asking Jesus what he thought should be done.  

When Jesus raised up, he addressed the woman’s accusers directly.  (I believe) looking each one of them 

in the eye, he made the famous statement, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a 

stone at her.” (NIV) In Jewish law, witnesses to the capital crime would begin the stoning.  But what 

Jesus really said, “We may execute her, but we must do it correctly. One of the witnesses must begin her 
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execution. So, who among you is the one who witnessed the crime, and only brought to Me the woman, 

not the man? Who is responsible for this woman’s humiliation?” 

• Instead of passing a sentence upon the woman, he passed a sentence on her accusers. 

• He didn’t say, “don’t execute her.”  He simply demanded justice be fairly and righteously 

applied.  

**Jesus did not come to cause chaos.  He came to set things right! 

.” …without sin.” 

• It wasn’t that these men had sinned once or twice before. It’s that they designed and plotted 

her sin, her shame, using her as a weapon against Jesus.  

• In this, Jesus exposed a common sin with the religious leaders:  a desire to punish the sins of 

others, while ignoring our own sin.  

How many times have we been guilty of pointing fingers at others in order to take the spotlight off of 

our own indiscretions? 

Vs. 9 

“…those who heard began to go away...” 

• The accusers were now more aware of their own sin than of the sin of the woman. 

They left one by one, oldest to youngest.   Why?   

• Maybe the older men had a deeper understanding of what just took place.   

• Maybe the older men needed to be an example to the younger men.  

Vs 10-11 

“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

• The accusers had left while Jesus was bowed down writing in the dirt. 

• There was no one left to condemn her. 

“Neither do I condemn you.” 

**Something to ponder:   Jesus was the only one who was completely sinless.  He would have been the 

only one who could rightly accuse her (or any of us) of any type of sin or crime.   He chose not to 

condemn.   And he chooses not to condemn us. Jesus is the epitome of love and compassion.   

He stood by her during her humiliation.  He did not leave her there alone.   

The woman found refuge with Jesus.   

Jesus modeled Romans 8:1:  “There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

“Go and sin no more.”  Jesus did several things with these powerful words: 
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• He acknowledged that what the woman had done was a sin because he told her to stop sinning. 

• He told her to repent and to not continue her sin. 

• He gave her hope that her life could go on in freedom from sexual sin. 

• He gave her a word of hope to speak against the shame that would later likely threaten to 

overwhelm her life. 

The woman needed hope, because, the consequences of her sin would be severe. After this public 

episode she would likely be shunned by her community, and rejected by her husband.  

Wrap up 

What must that woman have experienced that day so long ago? Her public embarrassment, her sin 

named out loud for all to hear, her terror at being stoned to death.  She knew her sin would mean she 

would not live to see the sun set that day.  What was she thinking?  Would she ever see her family and 

friends again? Did she have children?  (Imagine never seeing your children again because of a stupid 

choice you made.)  How bad would the rocks hurt? Would it be a slow death or a quick one?   

But Jesus…. 

Jesus stepped in and set things right.  He did not stir chaos.  He pulled the attention away from her and 

put it on himself. He placed himself in a position to absorb the anger and accusations of the crowd. And 

he will do the same for us.  He will meet us where we are, take our hand, lift us up and walk with us 

every step of the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


