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Scripture Reference: 

John 4: 1-26 

Setting the Scene: 

Background on the Jewish-Samaritan conflict: 

1. When the Babylonians conquered the southern kingdom of Judah (597 b.c. - 

605 b.c.), they took almost all of the population captive. The only ones left 

behind were the lowest classes of society. Only the best for Babylon. 

2. The ones left behind inter-married with other non-Jewish people who slowly 

came into the region - thus the Samaritans emerged as an ethnic and 

religious group.  

3. Remember: God did not want the Jewish people to marry outside of their 

religious culture. He did not want paganism to infiltrate his people. ex: read 

Genesis 24...Abraham made his servant vow that the wife he found for Isaac 

not be a Canaanite (foreigner). 

4. Because the Samaritans had a historical connection with the people of 

Israel, their faith was a combination of: a) commands b)rituals from the Law 

of Moses and c) various superstitions. 

5. The Samaritans built their own temple to Yahweh on Mount Gerizim but the 

Jews burned it down around 128 b.c. 

6. The Jews typically avoided traveling through Samaria, even if it meant 

traveling a great deal out of their was.  

Let's Jump in! 

John 4 (read each verse and then read through the talking points) 

vs. 4 

"Now he had to go through Samaria." 

• Jesus (maybe) went through Samaria to bring restoration to the 

Jewish/Samaritan conflict.  

• Jesus knew he would meet the woman at the well. 
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vs. 5-6 

• Sychar has a deep history 

• Sychar is the capitol of Samaria and also ancient Shechem. 

• Shechem is where God first appeared to Abram and renewed the promise of 

giving land to him and his descendants.  

• Abram built an altar there.  

• This is where Jacob built an altar to the Lord and called it El Elohe 

• This is the plot of ground that Jacob gave to Joseph.  

Jesus was tired from his journey. 

• John reminds us that even though Jesus is fully God - He was also fully man.  

• We need to remember - Jesus was here to take on our walk - He made the 

sacrifice to get on our level. 

vs. 7 

It was noon. 

• This was the hottest part of the day. 

• The time when most people stayed inside. 

What does this tell us about the woman? Why did she choose this time of day? 

Was it so she didn't have to interact with the other women? 

Why did she continue to the well when she saw Jesus sitting there? She didn't 

know him or what type of man he was.  

"Jesus said to her...." 

• By Jewish tradition, a rabbi would not speak to a woman in public. 

• It would have been out of character for a Jew to accept a drink from a 

Samaritan. 

• Jesus, a Jewish rabbi, had done both of this things.  

• His request must have taken her by surprise.  

vs. 9  
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• The woman was quick thinking...she was quick with her responses. ( I like a 

person who can think quick. lol!) 

• The woman was probably impressed by his kindness.  

• She probably had never heard a kind greeting from a Jew.  

vs. 10 

Jesus drew her into conversation, making her curious about several things: 

• the things of God 

• about who Jesus is 

• about what he could give her 

"If you knew..." 

• Jesus often speaks to us as if we were more spiritual or smarter than we 

actually are. He gives us more credit than we probably deserve. 

"...living water." 

Why did Jesus use the term "living water?" 

• Dead water is still water like in a bucket, jar, bottle, etc. It is no longer 

flowing. 

• Living water is from a spring, stream, well, etc. It's still moving. 

• In the Old Testament living water is sometimes associated with God. ex: 

Jeremiah 2:13 and 17:13 

• or maybe is was just because he was sitting by the well.... 

vs. 11-12 

• The woman was quick with her questions. She didn't hesitate. It was like she 

was used to questioning things and pleading her case.  

• It's hard to tell if she was being cynical or sincere in her questioning of 

Jesus. 

What do you think?  
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• I believe Jesus had peaked her curiosity and she was wanting to know more.  

vs. 13-14 

• Jesus knew that she and everyone else had to come to this well daily to 

satisfy their physical thirst. 

• Jesus was using "thirst" as a picture of the spiritual need.  

• Jesus was offering something that would give lasting satisfaction. 

• It's common for people to try to satisfy their own inner thirst....they search 

and reach (usually) for all the wrong things.  

• Only Jesus can truly satisfy and fill the void. 

Have you ever had a time when you were searching and reaching to fill a void? 

vs. 15 

• Our souls need spiritual food and water. 

• The woman's statement assumes the woman may be confused by what type 

of water Jesus is referring. (Again, he talks to us like we're smarter than 

we are!) 

• Maybe no one had ever talked to her about her spiritual life.  

• Maybe no one had ever spoken kindly to her. 

• Maybe she thought this would somehow make her life easier. 

vs. 16 

• Why did Jesus tell her to go get her husband? Jesus already knew her 

situation.  

• Cultural norms of the times dictates that it would have been inappropriate 

for a man to be talking alone with a woman in public. 

• BUT, Jesus didn't really care about society's dictates. He came to set 

things right.  

• Was he setting the conversation for the next spiritual intervention? 

vs. 17 

• She stated she had no husband...which was technically true 

• She had 5 husbands and the one she was with was not legally her husband. 
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**Something to ponder** 

Let's look back: 

• During this time, there was a widespread debate over Deuteronomy 24: 1 

(read) 

• In Jesus world, men alone had the power to initiate a divorce. A woman could 

not initiate divorce proceedings against her husband. 

• This cultural practice created a gender inequity in marriage and left women 

vulnerable to mistreatment and easy abandonement. 

• There was a lot of debate over what fell into the category of indecent 

and/or displeasing. It could mean anything from burning dinner to adultery. 

Look at Mathew 19:3 

• The Pharisees tried to test him by asking "Is is lawful for a man to divorce 

his wife for any and every reason?" 

• The norm had moved from "indecent or displeasing" to "any and every" 

reason. 

So were really not sure why she had gone through 5 husbands 

• Was it something she did? 

• Was her husband the guilty party? Did he see it as an easy way out?  

• Either way, she was the one left to carry the stigma and shame. 

• Maybe she felt defeated and was living with whomever would take her in. 

• Maybe she felt that she didn't deserve better. 

Jesus knew her story. He knew there was more to her than what was on the 

surface. And what's even better....He knows our story! 

"...the man you have now is not your husband." 

• Jesus said this because her sinful life had to be confronted before she 

could receive the "living water." 

• This was the 1st step in her redemption. 

vs. 19 
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• She presumed he was a prophet because he knew things about her 

vs. 22 

"you worship what you do not know.." 

• The Samaritans only accepted the 1st 5 books of the Hebrew scriptures. 

• Like all faith that tries to combine elements of different religions, they 

worship what they do not know. 

vs. 23 

• A time is coming when worship is no longer focused on places or locations. 

• The greater work of Jesus would bring greater, more spiritual worship. 

• "Spirit and Truth": Spirit means you are concerned with spiritual realities, 

not with place, outward sacrifices, or making a show. Truth means you 

worship according to the whole counsel of God's word.  

**This was such a huge statement made by Jesus....and he announced it to one 

sinful woman. ** 

vs. 26 

• This was the 1st time Jesus stated he was the Messiah....and he said it to 

the woman at the well, not a large congregation, not his disciples.... but to 

one lowly, sinful woman. Let that soak in! 

vs. 39 

Jump ahead 

• She put away her shame to testify about the Messiah 

• How many walls (figuratively) did she have to tear down to get the courage 

to spread the news? 

Wrap up: 
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Jesus named her shame, not her sin. He named her pain and sat down in it with her. 

He patiently waited for her at the well. He spoke first. He bridged the gap. He 

started lifting her up. He asked if he could drink after her, treating her as clean, 

not unclean. He started talking about living water with her while sitting at a well, a 

source of living water. He respected her by talking theology with her. She was the 

1st person whom he told he was the Messiah. Jesus redeemed and restored and 

entire people through one woman.  

 


