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Hannah:  A story of Strength and Grace 

Have you ever noticed that when we study the Bible for instruction, we tend to look at examples that 

tell us what not to do instead of what to do?  When things are not going as they should or as planned, 

we start looking around for an earthly something or someone who can make the situation seem right.  I 

say “seem” because only God can make things right, only God can bring truth to a situation.  

Today, we’re going to explore an example of a woman whose life was filled with torment but yet she 

waited on God for her solution.  She held strong, did all the right things and she still had to wait.  She 

experienced pain.  But she held strong.  Giving up was not an option for Hannah. 

•  Read 1 Samuel  chapter 1 

Elkanah had 2 wives:  Peninnah and Hannah. Marrying more than one wife was a transgression of the 

original institution of marriage, to which Jesus addresses in Mathew 19:5.  Multiple wives had always 

caused hardship. Examples:  Abraham’s family, Jacob’s family…and would continue to do so throughout 

biblical history.  So, it should come as no surprise that there was division in the household. 

Let’s focus on vs. 3-8 for a few minutes. 

Elkanah’s wives: 

• Peninnah:  She was fruitful and had given Elkanah several children.  This should have made her 

thankful and feel blessed but instead, Peninnah grew resentful and became a vexation to 

Hannah and Elkanah.  She probably developed these feelings because Elkanah repeatedly 

showed favoritism both publicly and privately toward Hannah. 

• Hannah: She was barren and had not borne any children. She was very dear to her husband and 

he took all occasions to let her and others know. (vs. 5) This should have made her feel thankful 

and blessed.  However, it did not. 

 

What was the cause Hannah’s pain? (vs. 5) 

Why was it so important for Hannah to have a child? 

What were some underlying pains for Hannah? (vs. 7 & 8) 

Peninnah provoked and tormented Hannah.  Elkanah loved Hannah but didn’t understand why she 

grieved…wasn’t he enough? (sometimes men just don’t get it!)  Another issue for Hannah, she shared 

her husband with another woman 

The women were of different tempers, each coming from a different place: 

• Peninnah could not manage the blessing of fruitfulness; instead she grew haughty and insolent.   
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• Hannah could not manage the infliction of barrenness and she grew melancholy and 

discontented.   

And we have Elkanah…he was in the middle and it was evident that he did not know what to do. 

Something to Ponder: 

Something new jumped out at me from verses 5 and 6.  Something I had read before but never took 

notice of.   God was the one who closed Hannah’s womb.  He was the reason she couldn’t have children.  

Hannah’s biggest problem was caused by God! 

What would most people do if they realized their biggest problem or pain came from God?   

What would you do? 

Vs. 7-8:  

Hannah did not give in to Peninnah’s taunts and torments.  She absorbed it into herself, “She wept and 

would not eat.”   (Notice Hannah’s responses) When Elkanah tried to comfort her, she didn’t turn on 

him with unkindness and she never questioned why he took an additional wife. 

Continue reading through the chapter. 

How did Hannah handle the situation?  (vs. 11) 

What was Hannah accused of? (vs. 13 & 14) 

In her deepest grief and anguish, Eli accused her of being drunk!  How much more would Hannah have 

to endure?  

Vs. 18 

Hannah had finished praying and pouring her heart out to God.  At this time, had anything physically 

changed for Hannah?  No.   

Something to Ponder: 

When did Hannah find her comfort and peace with the situation?  Was it before or after her problem 

was resolved?   It was before!  This is huge!  Vs. 18, “…then she went away and ate something, and her 

face was no longer downcast.” Hannah was able to receive peace in this situation not knowing if she 

would ever receive an answer.  She trusted God more than she trusted her husband, her family or 

herself. 
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Vs. 19:  

God remembered Hannah.  Now this is not saying he had forgotten her, but, instead, His “remembering” 

signifies that He is getting ready to do a great thing.  

Hannah got pregnant and gave birth to Samuel.   Vs. 20 “She named him Samuel, saying, Because I asked 

the LORD for him.”  Hannah let it be known that Samuel was a gift from God.  She gave God all of the 

glory for Samuel’s birth. Samuel was asked of God by his mother. Both together indicate what wonders 

are produced by the Word and by prayer.   

God had closed Hannah’s womb and at His appointed time, He opened it.   

There is no mention of a prophet of the Lord from Moses until the birth of Samuel, except Judge 6:8.  So 

not only did God give her a son... Samuel was a key player in the Old Testament.  Later in life, Samuel 

would become one who conversed with God. He would be the one God trusted to appoint a king. 

Samuel would be the one to anoint David.  

Vs. 21-28  

Hannah was a woman true to her word.  She promised that if God gave her a son, she would give her 

son back to God.  She took the boy to the temple and gave him to Eli to raise and train in the path of 

God. She vowed in vs. 28, “I now give the boy to the LORD. For as long as he lives, he is given to the 

LORD.”   

Hannah’s song:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Read this portion of scripture with a mother’s heart.  Hannah had prayed and yearned for a child for 

such a long time, and now she was leaving him at the temple for Eli to raise him.  In her praise, she did 

not focus on her pain, but, instead, focused on the Glory of God.   

Hannah gives a beautiful recitation of praise to the LORD.  She praises him for his glory and greatness.   

Wrap up: 

If only we could be like Hannah.  During the most painful time of her life, she pressed in to the Lord.  She 

never turned away from Him.  Keep in mind, Hannah never received a promise from God for a child but 

she still pressed closer to Him.  She knew that He would remember her.  Her faith never wavered.  It 

would have been so easy for her to keep Samuel all to herself.  She would have been justified.  Afterall, 

look how she suffered and prayed for him.  But yet, because God blessed her by giving her Samuel, 

Hannah in turn kept her promise to Him.  God blessed Hannah again, more abundantly than she could 

have ever imagined.  Hannah conceived and gave birth to 3 more sons and 2 daughters!   What an 

awesome God we serve! 

 


