
Bathsheba 
Wife of Uriah the Hittite 

 
 
Bathsheba. There’s not a lot of information about her and the information that is available tends 
to color her in a dark light.  Who exactly was she? And why is she specifically mentioned in the 
lineage of Christ?  Good questions. Ones that we are going to try to answer during this study. 
 
Bathsheba is the unlikely link between Israel's 2 most famous kings:  David and Solomon. 
Scholars throughout history have noted David as the greatest warrior king that ever lived. 
Solomon has been noted as being the wealthiest king to date. Bathsheba was lover and wife to 
one and mother to the other.  
 
Are you ready? Let's get started! 
 
First, we need to set scene.  
 

2 Samuel 11:1  “In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out 
with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and 
besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.” 

 
It was Spring and Spring was the time when most wars of this era occurred.  Not a grand reason 
for it, just mainly because Spring was the dry season and the roads were easier to navigate. 
Travel was easier.  Makes total sense. If you’re going to fight and cause destruction, might as 
well do it the easiest way possible. 
 
This particular Spring, David did not go with his troops.   “...but David remained in Jerusalem.” 
This statement speaks volumes. David was not where he was supposed to be, nor was he 
doing what he, as a king, was supposed to be doing. Some might say his actions showed a 
disregard for his duty as a king.  

 
2 Samuel 11:2  “ One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof 
of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful,” 
 

“...David walked around on the roof.”   David was pacing, he couldn’t sleep.  Pacing is usually a 
sign of anxiety or maybe boredom.  Either way, it wasn’t an atmosphere that was going to 
benefit him.  David may have been feeling guilty because he wasn’t with his troops.  Maybe he 
was feeling guilty because he was not doing what God had entrusted him to do as king. 
 
And then… While pacing David saw Bathsheba from the rooftop. 
 
Questions: 
 

● Did Bathsheba know her bath was visible? 
 

 



 

● Did she bathe there on purpose? 
 
Maybe Bathsheba was feeling a little bored herself.  Maybe she wanted to be a daredevil. 
Afterall, what harm would it do?  Or maybe she didn’t realize she could be seen.  Or perhaps 
she wanted to enjoy the beautiful spring night. There are a lot of maybes...only Bathsheba 
knows her heart.  
 
“...the woman was very beautiful.” 
 
Bathsheba’s beauty made the event even more tempting.  Some argue that Bathsheba was 
solely at fault for tempting David. It’s true she probably shouldn’t have been on the roof top out 
in the open… naked… and in the tub.  But perhaps, with her husband away at war, she was 
looking for an adventure and probably had no idea she would actually capture the king’s 
attention. Let’s give her the benefit of the doubt.  
 
The real strength of temptation often does not lie with the tempting object, but in the state of 
heart and mind of the one being tempted. David had already been setting himself up to stumble. 
David’s sin was not seeing her bathe but choosing to keep watching.  
 

2 Samuel 11:3  “and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 

 
David learned that the woman came from a notable family.  Not only was she from the upper 
classes, her father was Eliam, one of David’s Mighty Men.   Why is this important? During the 
time David was hunted by Saul, David gradually built a fighting force of several hundred men. 
Some were relatives, some were outcasts  - all were loyal to David. They were true heroes. 
Scripture gives the impression that these men were motivated to greatness by the personal 
qualities of their leader.  
 

● Eliam was listed among “The Thirty” - 2Samuel 23 
 
What else did David discover? Bathsheba’s grandfather was Ahithophel, one of David’s Chief 
counselors AND she was the wife of Uriah the Hittite, another of David’s “Mighty Men.”  Yes, 
Uriah was one of “The Thirty” and he was away at battle with the Ammonites. In other words, 
Uriah was doing what he was suppose to be doing.  
 
David may not have known Bathsheba, but he sure knew the men in her family.  That fact alone 
should have stopped him in his tracks.  
 
As for Bathsheba, she grew up in the fame of David.  Picture her as a little girl, listening to 
stories from her father and grandfather as they talked about David’s greatness.  Let’s not forget, 
Bathsheba, more than likely, was in the crowd that sang of David’s greatness in 1 Samuel 18, 
“...Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.”  I’m sure a part of Bathsheba 
was a little star struck by David...afterall, he was the king! 



 

 
2 Samuel 11:4 “Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept 
with her…”  
 

David went against all that he knew was right and gave in to temptation.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 10:13, Paul give us a directive regarding temptation.  
 

“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is 
faithful; he will not let you be tempted  beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” 

 
  
God gives us strength and if that’s not enough, He always provides a way out. He gives us a 
plan B!  
 
Let’s look at a shining example of strength during temptation:   In Genesis 39, we see that 
Joseph was more severely tempted than David to commit sexual immorality. Potiphar’s wife was 
throwing herself at Joseph! But Joseph chose to flee from the situation.  He could have taken 
advantage of the situation but he didn’t.  
 
David on the other hand, threw caution to the wind and embraced the temptation.  
 
What are the ways of escape that David ignored?  
 

1. He could have stopped watching her bath 
2. When he discovered who she was, he could have walked away from the situation. 
3. He could have prayed for God to change his thoughts 
4. He could have heeded the warning signs. 

 
PONDER: 

● Did Bathsheba have a choice?  
● Was she a seductress or a victim?  
● Or somewhere in between? 

 
Let’s take a look. 
 
Bathsheba was summoned by the king. She had no idea until she arrived at his chambers, what 
the summons was about. It could have been several things, afterall, her husband, father and 
grandfather were away at war. Technically, she could not and would not say no...and David 
knew it. 
 
“...David lay with her.” 



 

They both knew what they were doing was wrong and they did it anyway.  David knew the ties 
she had to his most valued soldiers and friends. Bathsheba knew the betrayal she was 
conceding to.  They did it anyway…  
 
Have you ever been guilty of the same impulse?  Knowing beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
something was wrong but you did it anyway.  I’ve been guilty several times.  
 
David thought he could get away with the sin. He thought no one would find out. I can’t help but 
think how naive David was about people and about his household staff. Did he not realize that 
people gossip?   The soldiers that escorted Bathsheba to David’s chambers were probably 
already making a list of the people they were going to tell before they even delivered her to the 
king’s chambers.  And since they were soldiers, do you think they were already talking about 
Uriah...and maybe plotting how they were going to tell him?  I bet they couldn’t wait to get that 
juicy piece of gossip on its way. 
 

2 Samuel 11:5 “The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” 
 
Bathsheba sent a message to David.  I’m sure the messenger probably snuck a peak at the 
message and couldn’t wait to start that gossip train!   People talk! 
 
Did David really think he could sneak this sin by God and get away with it?  Her pregnancy was 
a confirmation of their adultery.  David knew what the law stated about adultery.  
 

Leviticus 20:10  ““‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of 
his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death.” 

 
I’m sure David was nervous and Bathsheba was probably terrified.  
 
Something to think about: 
 
After Bathsheba sent word to David, the bible doesn’t mention any reply or future 
communication from David. Put yourself in her shoes for a moment. She was in a predicament 
and all she heard were cricket chirps. 
 
What must it have been like for Bathsheba.  Her anxiety? Her fear? Her uncertain future? 
As a woman, I find myself sympathizing with Bathsheba. I know, you’re asking yourself why 
would I do that.  Well, for one reason, I’m not perfect.  I’ve done some crazy things in my life 
and suffered the consequences.  Granted, none as detrimental as Bathsheba and David. But 
still, woman to woman, I can’t imagine what she must have been going through.  She wasn’t 
hearing a peep out of David.  Don’t you know she must have been sick?  Beating herself up 
about her sin. I’m sure she had the “if only” on repeat.  
 

2 Samuel 11:6  “So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab 
sent him to David.” 



 

 
David had a plan.  He sent for Uriah. David was going try to cover his sin instead of repenting. 
I’m sure we’ve all been there before.  We think we can hide what we’ve done, thinking no one 
will ever know.  Afterall, what harm would it do? 
 

2 Samuel 11:7-10  “When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the 
soldiers were and how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your 
house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent 
after him. But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and 
did not go down to his house.  David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked 
Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” 

 
I think it’s obvious what plan David had put together. If Uriah would just go home and sleep with 
Bathsheba, that would take care of everything.  Bathsheba could pass the baby as Uriah’s.  

 
2 Samuel 11:11  “Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, 
and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could 
I go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will 
not do such a thing!” 

 
Well, Well, Well…looks like David underestimated Uriah’s loyalty and faithfulness to God. 
Remember, Uriah was one of David’s “Mighty Men”.  This title came with a responsibility that 
Uriah took seriously.   This also shows Uriah was a man of great integrity.  
 
Being a man of integrity, Uriah new the Law and according to the law of Moses, men were to 
abstain from sexual relations during times of war. Uriah was not going to sleep with his wife 
while the rest of his men were on the battle field. And on some level, Uriah may have been 
aiming a dig at David for not going to war in the first place.  
 
PONDER 
Back to Bathsheba.  Let’s think about how and what Bathsheba must have been feeling during 
all of this.  

● What must have been going on in her mind?  I’m sure she heard that her husband had 
been summoned by David.  
 

● What must she have felt when she put two and two together?  
 
PONDER 
People talk… 

● Do you think any of the soldiers or servants speculated about David and Bathsheba?  
 

● Did Uriah hear any of the gossip when he was with his men at the city gate?  
● Did Uriah avoid seeing Bathsheba because he suspected the affair? 

 



 

2 Samuel 11:12-17  “Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I 
will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. At David’s 
invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening 
Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home. In 
the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. In it he wrote, “Put Uriah 
out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck 
down and die.”  So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he 
knew the strongest defenders were. When the men of the city came out and fought 
against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.” 

 
There’s not a lot we can add to these verses by way of commentary.  David did the unthinkable. 
 

● Was David desperate or was he angry that his first plan didn’t work? 
 

● Do you think he was angry or jealous of Uriah’s integrity?  
 
PONDER 
David trusted Uriah’s integrity so much that he made him the unknowing messenger of his own 
death sentence.  Uriah literally carried his own death sentence. 
 

● What must have gone through Joab’s mind when he read the note?  
 

● Did he mention it to anyone? 
 
I wonder if Joab had heard the gossip before or after the order came.  I can’t imagine the guilt 
he carried even though, at the time, he was an unknowing participant in David’s plan.  
 
**Through all of this, still no communication with Bathsheba.  
 
Joab fulfilled the order from David.   He positioned Uriah in the front of the battle.  Uriah was 
struck down. He sent a messenger to inform David of Uriah’s fate. 
 

2 Samuel 11:25  “David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t let this upset you; 
the sword devours one as well as another. Press the attack against the city and destroy 
it.’ Say this to encourage Joab.” 

 
The message that David sent back to Joab was basically,  “oh well, these things happen..” 
David said it so that Joab wouldn’t feel responsible for Uriah’s death. Was he also trying to ease 
his own guilty conscious? 
 

2 Samuel 11:26-27 “When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned 
for him. After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and 
she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the 
Lord.” 



 

 
Bathsheba mourned her husband.  We have no indication that she knew anything about David’s 
plan. 
 

● Did Bathsheba mourn her sin also? 
 
I’m sure she was wishing she had done things a little different.  
 

● What did the people think about David and Bathsheba marrying? 
 

● How did Bathsheba feel about being one of many wives? 
 
Bathsheba went from being the center of one man’s heart to being one of the crowd.  
And don’t you know the gossip hounds were counting up the months when they heard that 
Bathsheba was pregnant!  Oh my, I bet tongues were wagging! 
 
Let’s Wrap Up! 
 

2 Samuel 12:1-6 “The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There 
were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very 
large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe 
lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his 
food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him “Now a 
traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own 
sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took 
the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come 
to him.” David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the 
Lord lives, the man who did this must die! He must pay for that lamb four times over, 
because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 

 
David was angry with the man in the story and was immediately ready to pass judgement.  Not 
just any judgement but a 4 fold judgement!   He was going all out for this story! 
 
But then this… 
 

2 Samuel 11:7-14  “Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the 
hand of Saul. I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your 
arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have 
given you even more. Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in 
his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your 
own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will 
never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your own.’ “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am 



 

going to bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give 
them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight.  You 
did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” Then David said 
to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away 
your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this you have shown utter 
contempt for the Lord, the son born to you will die.” 
 

Nathan prophesied that his son would die. His son with Bathsheba.  Probably by this time, 
Bathsheba was really regretting that night with David.  
 
How much pain was Bathsheba to bear for one sin? 

1. The pain of regret for her sin 
2. The pain knowing her husband (Uriah) was the victim of her sin. 
3. The pain of people gossiping. 
4. The pain of being one wife among many. 
5. The pain of her baby dieing. 

 
David repented but he didn’t get off free and clear. After hearing Nathan’s story, he was 
outraged that someone could do such a thing. He demanded a 4 fold retribution and God did 
just that. God took 4 of David’s sons: 

1. Bathsheba’s baby 
2. Amnon 
3. Absalom 
4. Adonijah 

 
David and Bathsheba thought that they could give in to temptation and no one would find out. 
They thought that no one would be affected. They were wrong.  Their sin affected so many 
lives: 

1. Uriah was killed along with other soldiers during a battle that should have never 
happened. 

2. The suffering of the families of the dead soldiers from that battle. 
3. Bathsheba’s baby died.  
4. David’s house was cursed with calamity. 
5. Four of his sons were taken from him. 
6. David lost loyalty of some of his most trusted men (read Chapter 16:15-23) 

 
How does our sin affect those around us? 
 
As we come to a close, think about this: 
 
Why do all accounts of the lineage of Christ refer to Bathsheba as “the wife of Uriah the Hittite”. 
Why even include her? 

1. Was it so we don’t forget the sin? 
2. Or was it so we can know the power of forgiveness? 



 

 

 
Notes: 


